
Graduating with tolerance

PeggyCidor'sround-upof cityaffairs

The Schechter Institute of

Jewish Studies last Tuesdayheld

itsgraduationceremony alongside
the 17th-annual awarding of

the Liebhaber Prize for the

Promotion of ReligiousTolerance

in Israel.Prize recipientsthis year

were singerEhud Banai and Dr.

Micah Goodman of the Hebrew

Universityand the Ein Prat Beit

Midrash.

The ceremony awarded master's

degreesforspecializationsin family

and community studies, Jewish

arts, and genderandjewishstudies,

as well as new specialization
in spiritual accompaniment

accordingto Jewish thought,led

by Einat Ramon.

Asked about the specificlines

study,Dean Doron Bar explained
that besides beingan academic institution,Schechter emphasizes

"familyatmosphere,"enablingpeoplewho alreadyhave

professionalcareer to fulfilltheir desire to continue their studies.

The programs facilitatestudyingonce or twice week allowing
students to continue to work and open up new horizons with

highacademic standards. Students come from allover the country,

includingEilatand the Golan Heights,and representallpartsof

societyreligious,traditionaland secularalike.

"In totaldeparturefrom the norm at universities,here we see

profoundinterest in humanities andjewish studies that onlygrows
each year,"noted Bar.

Asked how the Liebhaber Prize, which was launched at the

institutefollowingthe assassination ofprimeminister Yitzhak Rabin

influences societyto become more tolerant, recipientGoodman

said it was more the "buzz" created by the award that could help.
"The prizeand the press reportson it...initiate discourse that

peoplehear about. It makes slow but importantdifferencethat

broadens, each year,the attention to the issue which isthe best

."way to promote it


